Clinical and electrophysiological characteristics in children with atrioventricular nodal reentrant tachycardia.
Atrioventricular (AV) nodal reentrant tachycardia is one of the most common supraventricular tachycardias in childhood. However, information about AV nodal reentrant tachycardia in childhood is limited, especially about the variant and multiple forms. The purpose of this retrospective study was to investigate the clinical and electrophysiological characteristics in pediatric patients with AV nodal reentrant tachycardia. Forty-eight pediatric patients with AV nodal reentrant tachycardia were included (ages 11-18 years; 25 males and 23 females). The age of onset and duration of symptoms were significantly younger and shorter in pediatric patients, respectively. A higher incidence of antegrade dual AV nodal pathways was found in adult patients than pediatric patients (72.9 vs 52.1% p = 0.003). Both antegrade and retrograde slow pathway functions were better in pediatric than adult patients. There was no significant difference between children and adults in the occurrence of variant and multiple forms of AV nodal reentrant tachycardia. This study demonstrated that pediatric patients have different electrophysiologic characteristics from those of adult patients.